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ANNUAL MESSAGE

OF THE
President of the United States.

Throughout the year sinoe our lnst meet-
ing, the country lisa boen eminently pros-
perous, in all its material intercsts.”  The

encral health has boen excellent, our

arvusts have boon abundant, and plonty
smilos throughout the land.  Our com-
meree and manufaotures hinve boen prose.
outed with mu-?y and industry, and have
yielded fair and wwple returus,  Tn short,
no nation in the tide of time hos uver pre-
sonted a spectacle of greater material
prosperity than wo haye done until with-
in o very recent period.

Why is it, then, that discontent now so
extensively prevails, and the Union of the
Statoes, which is the source of all these
blessings, is threatenod with distruction?
Tho long continued and futemperato inter-
forenco of tho Northern people with the
(uestion of slavery in the Southern States
hias at length pr-;tfucud its natural effeots
The different sections of the Union are
now arrayed against cach other, and the
timo hus acrived, so much dreaded by the
Father of bis Country, when hostile gto-
graphical partics have been formed. 1
liave long foreseen pnd often farcwnrned
my countrymen of the now impending
danger. This does not proceed solely from
the eluim on the partof Congress or the
territorinl logislatures to excludo slavery
from the Territories, nor from the efforts
of dilferent Stutes to defeat the exeoution
of the fugitive sluve law,

All or any of these evils might have
been endured by the South without danger
to the Union, (a8 others have heen,) iu
thet hope that time and roflection might
upply the remedy.  The immedinte peril
arises not so much from these causes as
from the fact that the ineessiant and violeut
agitation of the slavery question through.
out the North for the last quarter of o
eentury has at length producod its malign
influcncs on the slave, sud inspired them
with vague notions of froodom.  Henes o
sunse of seeurity no longer exists around
the funily alter,  This fecling of peace st
liome has given place to apprehension of
servilo insurrcetion.  Muny o msteon
throughout the South retires at night in
dread of whit muy befall herself aud her
children before the morning.

Should this apprehension of domestic
danger, whcthor real orimaginary, extond
and intensifly itsell until iv shall pervade
the mnsees of the Southern people, then
disunion will become inevitable,  Self-
rrmlﬂ'nlion is the first law of uature,and
ins heen implanted in the heart of man by
his Creator for the wisest purposs ; and no
political union, however fraught with bloss-
ings and benefits in all respeets, ean long
continue, if the neoessary consequonee bo
to render the lomes and the firesides of
vearly half the parties to it habitually and
hopelossly insecure,  Sooner or later the

bouds of such a Union must be severed, —|

It is my conviction that this fatal period
lias mot yet arrived ; and my prayers to
(tod is that He would preserve the Consti-
tution and the Union throughout all gen.
critions.

But lct us take warniog in time, and
remove the cause of dangor. It caunot be
denied that, for five and twenty yoars, the
ngitation at the North against slavery in
thie South hns been incessant.  In 1835
pictoriol hand-bills, and inflammatory nr-
peuls, were oireuluted extensively through
out the South, of a character to excite the
passions of the sluves; and, in the lan-
guige of renoral Jackson, *‘to stimulate
thewm to jusurrection, and produce all the
horrors of o servile war.”  This sgitation
bias ever sinee been continued by the pab-
lic press, by the proceedings of State nud
county conventions, and by abolition ser-
mons and leetures.  The time of Congress
hus been oceupied in violent speechies on
this never ending subject; and appeals in
pamphlet and other forms, eudorsed by
distinguished names, have been sent forth
from this eentenl poiut, and spread broad-
east over tho Union,

How cnsy would it be for the American
people to settle the :s'.-'nurIv
and to restore pence and
distraered ecountry.

They, and they alone, can do it,  All
that i3 neeessary to nccomplish the ohject,
und all for which the slave States have
ever contendod, is to boe let alone, and por-
mitted to manage their domestio institu-
tions in their own way. As sovereign
States, they, and they alone, ure rcnl-mmi—
ble befare God and the world for the slavery
existing mmong them. For this, the people
of the North are not more responsible,and
Lave no more right to interfore, than with
similar institutious in Russia or iu Brazil,
Upon their good sense and patriotie fore=
bearauce I confess I still greatly rely —
Withiout their aid, it is beyond the power
of nny President, no matter what may bo
lis own political proclivitics, to restore
peace and harmony mmong tho Htates -—

arwony to this

question forever, |

l Wisely limited and restrained as ing his
wer, under our Constitution and laws,
e alone oan necomplish but little, for

good or for evil,on such & momentous ques-

tion.

And this brings mo to observe that the
clection of any one of our fellow=citizens
to the office of President does not of jtself
afford just eause for dissolving the Union,
This is more especially true if bis eloction
has boen offected by a mero plurality, and
uot a majority, of the people, aud has re-
sulted ffom transiont and temporary onuses
which may probably never again opeur.—
1n ordor to justify a resort to rovolutiona-
ry resistance, the Foderal Govoernment
must be guilty of “a daliberate, palpable
and dangerous exercise” of powers not
granted by the Counstitution. The late
Presidential eleetion, however, has beon
held in strict conformity with its expross

rovisions,  How, then, ean tho result

Justify arevoluion to destroy this very

Oonstitution ! Reason, justiod, o regard

for the Constitution, all require that we

shall wait for some ovort and dangorous
net on the part of the President cluot be-
foro resorting to such a remedy.

It i said, howover, that the anteeedents
of the President elect have boen sufficient
to justify the foars of the South that he
will attempt to invade their constitutional
rights. Dutare such appresions of eon-
tingent danger in the future sufficient to
justify the mmedints destruction of the
noblest system of government ever dovised
by mortals?  Prom the very nature of
his office, and its high respousibilitios, he
must neeessarily be comservative,  The
stern duty of administoring the vast and
complioated concerns of this (Government
affords in itself & guarantee that be will
not attempt any violation of o eleny von-
stitutional right,  After all, L is no wore
than the chicl exceutive officer of the Goy-
urpment,

His province is not to make but to ex-
veute the laws; and it is a remarkable fuet
in our listory, that notwithstanding the
reponted efforts of the anti-slavery party,
no single act hos ever passed Congross
unless wo may possibly except the Mis-
souri Compromise, impairing, in the silght-
est degroe, the rights of the South to their
property in elayves,  Aund it may also be
observed , judging from present indications,
that uo probubility exists of the passage of
such nn aet, by a majoniy of both Houses
vither in the present or the uext Congress.
Surcly, under thuse ecircumstances, we
ought to be restrained from presont netion
by the precept of Him who spake as never
wun spoke, that “sufficient uuto the da y id
the evil thereol,  The day of evil niay
uever come, unless we shall rashly briug
it upon ourselves,

It is nlloged as one enuse for lmmedinte
secession that the Southern States are do-
uied equul rights with the other States in
the commuon Lerritories,  But by what
authority are these denied ! Nog y Con-
gress, which Las nevor passed, aud T be-
licve never will puss, auy act to exclude

tuinly wot by the Supreme Court, which
lis solemuly deeided that slaves are prop-
orty, aud, like all other property, their
owners have n right to take thom into the
common Territories, aud hold them there
under the proteetiou of the Constitution,
Bo far, then, as Cougn-s\ is concerned,
| the objeciion is not to anything they have

{ alreudy done, but o what they may do
Liercattor. It will surcly be adiitted that

( this apprelicnsion of future danger is no
good rewson for an immedinte dissolution of

| the Union. 1t is true thae the territorial

| lugislature of Kansus, on the 231 of Feb-

| Fuary, In00; pussed in great hagte an aet,
over the vows of the governor, deelaring
that slavery ‘is, aod ghall be, forever pro-
libited in this Territory.”  Such an aet,
Lowever, plainly wioluting the rights of

| property secured by the Constitution, will
surely be doclared void by the judiciary
whenever it shall be presented iu a logal
forw,

,i Only three days after my inauguration
the Supreme Court of the United States
solemnly ndjudged thut this power did not
exist in u territorinl legislature,  Yet such

| has been the factious semper of the times

Cthat the correctucss  of tlis  decision
has been extensively impugoed bofore the
puople, and the question bas given rise to
augry politioal conflicts thoughout the

s country. ‘Phose who have appealed from

this judgment of our highest coustitutional

tribunul to populnr assemblics would, if
they could, iuvest u territorial logislaturs

W ilft power o anuul the sacred rights of

property. This pawer Congress is exprossly

forhidden by the Federnl ¢ onstitution to
exereisy, l?i\'ur' Srate legisiatwre o the

Union is t'urhid»f.»u by ita owu constitution

to exercise it. It cunnot be exerciaed in

any Stato excopt by the people in their
highest soveroign cuapaeity when framing
or nmending their State coustitution.  In
like manner, it can only be exercised by

| tho people of n Territory representod in a

! gonvention of delugates for the purposo of

| forming a constitution proparatory to ad-

| mission ns u State into the Union, Then,
and not until then, are they invested with
power to decide the question whether sla-
very shall or shall not existin their liwits,

This is nn act of sovercign aut.]lonl.{, aud

not of subordinate ternitorial legislntion.

Were it othorwise, then indood wou o the

| equality of the States in the Torntories be

destroyed, and the rights of proporty in
slaves would depend, not upon  the guar-
antees of the Constitution, but uwpon the
shilting majorities of un irresponsible tor—
ritorinl legislature.  Buoh n dootrine, from
its intrinsie unsoundness, ennnot long in-
fluence any considerable portion of our

sluvery from these Tervitoriea 3 aud cer |
]

people, much less ean it afford a good rea-
gon for o disolution of the Union,

The most palpable violation of eon—
stitutional duty which liave yot been con-
mitted consist in the nots of different State
legislatures to defeat the excoution of the
fugitive slave law. It ought to bo remom-
| bered however, that for these nots, veither
Congress nor any President ean justly be
liold responsible  Huving boon passed in
violation of the Federal Constitution, they
aré therefors null and void,
courts, both Stato and national, beforo
whom the question has arisen, have from
the beginning declared the fugitive slave
law to be constitutional.  The  sinele ox-
ception is that of o Biate court in Wiscon-
sin ; and this hns not only been reversed
by the proper appellate tribunal, but hns
et with such wniversal reprobation that
there ean be no danger from it as o proce-
dent. The validity of this law has been
established over and over ngain by the
Supreme Court of the United Btates with
perfect vuanimity, It is founded upon an
expross provision of the Constitution, re-
quiring that fogitive alaves who escape

be “dolivered up'’ to their musters.

Without this provision it is o well known
historical faat that the Constitation itsolf
could never have been ndopted by the Cons
vention. Tn ono form or other under the
aets of 1703 and 1550, both being sulbe
stuntinlly the snme, the fugitive slave law
has boen the luw of the land from the da X8
of Washington until the prosent moment.
Here, then, a clear ease is presontod, in
which it will bo the duty of the next Pres.
ident, = it has been wy own, to net with
vigor in exceuting this supreme low azuinst
the conflicting conctments of State rt';.{ii-
latures,  Should he fuil in the perform-
anea of this high daty he will then have
manifestod n disregard of the Constitution
and laws, to the great injury of the people
of nearly one balf of the people of
the States of the Union. But ure we
to presume in advanee that he will thus
violuto his duty 1

This would be at war with every prin.
ciple of justice and of Christian charity —
Lict us wait for the over act.  The fugitive
slave law has been carried into execution
in every ocontested cnse sine the com
menevmont of the present administration
though often it is to be regretted, with
great loas and inconvenicnee to the master
und with considerable expense to the gov-
ernmont, Lot us trust that the State log-
islatures will reponl their nnconstitutional
and obnoxious ennctwenis, Unless this
shall be done without unneoessnry delay,it
is impossible for any human power to save
the Union.

The Southern States, standing on the
bLosis of thu Constitution, have o right to
demand this sot of justice from the Stufes
of the North,  Should it be refused, then
the Constitution, to which sll the Siates
are partivs, will have been wilfully viola-
ted by one portion of them fn n provision
| ex<entinl to the damestie sceurity aml Liap-

fness of the remainder,  In that ovent,
thie injurcd States, after  having first used
all peaccful and constitntional means to
obtain redress, would be justified in rovo-
lutionary rosistunce to the Government of
the Union,

I have purposely confined my romarks
fo rovolutionary resistance, because it bas
been olnimed within the last fow years that
nuy Btute, whenover this shall be its sov-
ereign will and pleasure may secede  from
the Union, in acvordance with the Consti-
tution, awmd without any violation of the
constitutional rights of the other members
of the Confederaey. “That as each beeame
porties to the Union by the vowe of its own
| people assemble in Convention, o any one
of them may retive from  the Union in n
similar wanuer by the voto of such a Con-
ven tion,

In ordur to justify secession as & consti-
tutiona] remedy, it wust be on the prinei-
| ple that the Federal Government is o mere
| voluntary sssocistion of States, to  be dis-
| #olved at pleasure by any one of the con.
tracting partics.  Lfthis be so,the Confod.-
cracy is n rope of sund, to bo penetrated
uud dissolved by the first adverse wave of
public opivion in any of the States. In
this manner our  thirty-three Stales may
resolve themsalves into nd many putty.jor-
ring aud hostile republics, each ono rotie-
ing from the Union, without responsibility
whenever any sudden excitoment might
{impel then to such n course, By this pro-
[ oesa n Union might be entively brokon into
{ Froguments in o few weols, whieh cost our
forefathers many years of toil, privation
aud blood (o establish.

Sucha principle is wholly ineonsistont
with the history us well as the character of
| the Pederal Constitution, After it was
{ framed, with tho greatest deliberation and
| eare, it was submitted to conventions of
| the people of the sevaral States for ratifi.

ention, Tt provisions were diseussed at
| length in these bodies, eowposed of th

first men of the country. 1ts oppancuts
conteuded that it couferrod powers upon

rights of the States. whilst its ndvocates
mnintaived that undor o faie  construction
of the instrument there was no foundation
for such apprehensions, Lo that mighty
struggle betwoen the fiest intelloots of this
or any other eountry, it nevor ocearrad to
any individanl, cithor among its oppononts
or advoeates, to yssert, or evon to lutinate
that their efforts were all vain labior, be-
enuse the woment that any State felt her-
solf aggrioved she wight secode from the
| Union.

What a erashing argument would this
| have proved against those wlo droaded
tthat the vights of the States  would bo en-
| dsngered by the Constitution, Tha truth

All the {

|
the Federal Governmaent dangerous to the

|13, that it was not until many years after
‘ the origin of the Federnl Government that
{sueh & proposition was first advanced. Tt
| wis then met and relused by the eonclu-
;niru arguments of Gen, Juokson, who in
his message of Jan, Loth, 1533, transmits
ting tho nullifying ordinance of South
Uarolina to Congress, employs the follow.
ing language :  “The right of the people
of n singld State Lo absolve themselyes at
| willy and without the vonsent of the other
States, from their most solomn obligntions
and hazard the liberty nnd  happiness of
| the millions composiug this Union, cannot
| b acknowled ru&.

Such authority is belioved to be utterly
repuznant both to the prineiples upon
whick the General Government is constitu-

'| tod and to the olijocts whick it was exproas.
ly formed to attuin,”

It is not protonded that any olause in |
the Constitution gives eountenance to such
& theory. It is altogother founded upon [
inferencenot from any language contained
in the instrument itself, but from tho soy-

{ereign elinrnoter of the several Statos by
| which it was ratified. Bub is it beyand |

yiuld rortion of ita sovervign rights to |
teeoure the remainder 3 In tho lauguage of
Mr. Madison; who las been ealled the fa-

by the States—thnt is, by the people in |
each of the States, aoting in their highest |
sovercign etpacity ; and formed conse- |
quently by the same autbority whick form- |
ed the State constitutions,”

HNor is the Government of the United
States, ersated by the Constitution, less n
Government in the strict sense of tho term !
within the spliere of its powers, than the
governments created by the Constitution
|of the States are, within thoir seyeral

spheres. It is; like thew, organized into
{legislative, and  execative, dud judi-
jeury departmeuts, 1t operates, iiks them
jdircetly on persons and things ; snd, like
thom it has at command o physieal force
{for exceuting the powers committed to it,”
It was intonded to bo  porpotual, and
i not to by anuolled at the p‘uunurc of any
one of the contracting parties.  The ol
articles of confederation were entitled
** Articles of Coufederntion aud  perpotusl
| Unicn between sho States; aud by the
{ 13th artiele it is expressly declared” that
| “the nrticlos of this Confederation shall by |
{invialable observed by cvery State, afild
the Union shull ba perpetual.” Tl pre-
amb e to the Coustitution of the United
Statos having oxpross referonee to the ur-
| ticles of Canld eition, rovites that it was
{establisliod “in ordur to form a more per-
fuot union.”  And yot it is contended thnt
| this “more perfect union” dees not include
the l_'-i-i-'n[i:l{ attrilinee of porpetuity.

But that the Union wits designed to be

porpetusl appears eonclusively from the
fun ure and cxtent of the powers conforred
[ by the Constizutionon the Fedoral Govern-
pmeut. These powers cwbrags the very
| highest attributes of nutional .-u\'--rvigm_\'.|
Thoy place Loth the sword and tle plarse
| under its control Congress bhas power to
mnke war, and  to make peace: to raise
and support armies and navies, and to
{eouelnde teeaties with forvign govermments,
It is invested with the power to eoin 1wo-
(ney, and to regulate tho valus theveof,aud
to regulute cammeree with forvign nutions
-and nmong the several States, it is not
! rurcehnr]y to enumorate the other high pow-
\vrs which have been conforred upon the!
Federal Goveroment.  In ordor to earry
{the enumerated powers into effuct, Uons |
gross possesses the exelusive right to lay
Land eollect dutios on imports, and in com-
Iman with the States to lay and collect all
other taxes,

But the Constitution has not only con-
forred these bhigh powers upon Congross,
but it has adopted effectunl menns 1o ro.

|atrain the States from interforing with theie
exercise.  For that purpose it has. in
tstrong prohibitory languuge, expressly dg-
clared that **no State shall enter into puy
Itronty, alliance, or confoderution ; prant
letters of marque and reprisal ; colu won- |
oy, it Lills of credit; mnke anything |
but gold and silver voin a tendor in pay- |
ment of debts; pass any bill of attuindor,
ox post facto luw, or law impairing the
obligation of contraects.,” Morgover, “*with
Lout the consent of Congress, uo State shall
[ny nuy imposts or dutics on any imports |
or exports, exeept what may be abisoluely |
| meoassary for execuling its inspootion lnws; ' |
and, if they execed this amouut the excess |
shall belong o the United Stutis,

And “no Srate shall, without the eon
seut of Usngress, lay any duty of tannage;
keep troops, or ships of war, in time of|
pence  enter into any agroctieit or  com- |
puet with another State, or with a forcign
power; or cigage in war, unless actaully
wvaded or in such immivent danger s will
not atlmit of delay.”

In arder still further to secure the unin
 terrupted exorvise of these bigh powers
mggninst State luterposition, ie is provided
“ehiat this Constitution and the laws of the |
United Btated whicl shall be made in pur-
suanee thereof, and all treaties made, or
{ whiel shall bo made, under the authority

of the United Statos, shall be the supreme |

{law of the land ; aod the judges in every |
| State shall be bound there-by anything iu
| the Coustitution or laws of auy State to the
contrary notwithstanding.”

The solomusanetion of religion Las heen
superaddod to the obligations of official
{duty; and all Senators and Represcnta-

State legislatures, aud all oxeoutive, and
judivial officors, “'hath of the United States
aud of the soveral States, shall bo bound
by oath or alirmation to support this Con
stitution.”

ors, the Constitation has establishod a per-
fect Government in allits forme, Logisla-
tive, Fgzecutive aud judicialj and  this
Govornment, to the extent of its powers,
nets dirietly upon the individual citizens
of every Stale, and exccutes its own de-
erves by the agenoy of its own officors.

Lin this respect it differs ontirely from
the Government uder the oll Coufudera
tion, which was confined to making roquisi-

tions on the States in their sovereign | lie in the way of executing the laws for the | the people, it must one day perish.

character.  ‘This left it in the diseretion
of ench whother to obey or W refuse, and

sions proves how inaderuate they are
without further legislation 0 overcomo
united opposition 10 o single State, uot to
sponk of uthir States who may place thom.
sulves in o similar attitude. Congress
alone has power to decide whether the
prisent laws can or cannot be nmended so
as to earry out more effectunlly the ob-
jeets of the Constitution,

The samo iusuperable obstholes do not

| colleotion of the vustois.
| still voutinues to be collected, as hercto-

amount of blood and tressure would be
exponded, rendoring future reconciliation
between the States impossible. In the
moantime, who ean foretel what would be
| the sufferings and privations of the people
during its exisieneo !

The fact is, that vur Union rests upen
ublic opinion, nnd can nover bo oemented
' by the blood of ita sitizons shed in eivil
lwur.  If it cannot live in the affections of
Con-

T'he rovenuo | Frc.-n possess mauy moenns of preserving it
1

y concilintion : but the sword wans not

lllr}' ofton deelined to I:OIIII\], with such | fore, at the oustom-liouse in Clmrluuwn;r]?llwt'l] in their hund to proserve it b}

realsitions. 1t thus beeame necessury,
fur the purpose of removing this barrier,
and “in order 1o form n more porfect
Union," to establish a Government which
wonld act dircotly upon the people, and
exocnte its own laws without thoe interme-
dinte ngeney of the States. This Lins been
socomplishied by the Coostitution of the
United States.

In short, the Government ereated by the
Constitution, aud deoriving its authority
from the sovervign people of cach of the
soveral Stutes, has precisely the samu

from service in one State to another shall | the power of a State, like an individual, to | right to exercise its power over the people

of all these States, in the cupmerated
etises, that ench one of them rr.l:uau.—ne. ovor
subjoets not delegated to the United States,

ther of the Constitution.  **It was formed | but “reservod to the States respectively, the ilttﬂ"ll“i.\-'l'.
| responsibility
To the extent of the delegated powers | vightfully rest upon the heads of the us.

or to the people,”

the Constitution of the Unitod States is as
much o part of the constitution of cach
State, and isas binding upon it people,
us though it had been texually juserted
thorein,

This Government, therefore is o great
and powerful Government, invested  with
all the attributes of sovervignty over the
speeinl subjeots to which its suthority ex-
tends,  Its framers nover intnded to im:
plant in its bosom the seeds of its own des
struction, nor were they at i's ereation
guilty of the absurdity of providing for is
own dissolution. It was uot intended by
its feamers to be the bascless fabiris of o
vision which, at the toueli of the enclinntor,
would vanisl into thin aiv, but & substan~
tial and miglty fabrie, capible of resisting
the slow decay of time and of defying
the storms of nges,

Indued, well may the jealous patriots of
that day have indulged fears that a governs
wont of such high powera might violate
the reserved rights of the States, and wise-
ly did thoy sdopt the rule of a strict con=
struetion of these powers to proveot the
dangor ! DBut they did not four, nor Lad
thoy any reason to imagine, that the Con.
stitution would ever by so interproted as
to enable any State, by hor own  ast, and
withont the consent ol her sister Stntes, to
discharge her people from all or any of
their Federal obligations,

1t may be askud, thes, arethe people of
the States withont rodress against the
tyranny aud upﬁrua-iou of the PFedernl
Lrovormuuent ! y o moans, Tho right
of resistance on the part of the goverued
:ig:lill.-l. the Ul-lih'e-il.tu- of their govern-
wivnts catmot be denied, It exists inde-
pendently of all constitutions,and has bean
(o n:iamf ut all periods of the world's his-
tory. Under it old governments have
boen destroyed, aud new ones have taken
their place. It is embodied in strong wud
express lovguage in our _l‘cl’lilrnli-.}ll of
Tudependence,  But the distinction must
ever bo observed, that this is revolution
against an established Government, and
not o voluntary svecssion from it by vie-
tue of an iuherent constitutional right. In
short, lot us look the danger fuirly in the
face ; Secession i neithur more nor loss
than vevolution. It may or it may not
be justifiable revolution. but still it is rev-
olution

What, in the meantio, is the responsi-
Lility and teae position of the Exeeutive ?
He is bound by solumn oath before God
and the country “to tako care that the
luws be t':aithfufl:{ exceuted,” and from this

{ and should the colleotor unfortanutely ri-
| sign, a successor may be appointed to pee-
foru this duty,
| Then o regard to the property of the
United States in South Curolinn,  This
 bas beon purchinsed for a fair equivalent,
“by tho consent of the legislature of the
Suite," “for the erection of forts, maga-
| zines, arsennls,” &c., und over these the
authority “‘to cxercise cxclusive logisla-
tion™ has breon expressly granted by the
Constitution to Congress. It is not ba-
licved thint any attempt will be made to
uxpel the Unired States from this property
by foree ; butifin this L should provo to
be mistaken, the officer in eommand of the
forts has reccived orders to act strictly on
In such o contingoney,the
for ecomstiuences  would

suilants.
Apart from the excoution of the laws,
&0 fur as this may be practieable, the Kx-
coutive Liss no authority to ducide whut
| shull b the rolations betweon the federal
! government and South Curoling, He hus
| been invested with no such disoretion,
| Mo possesses no power to chango tho
{ relitious heretofore existing berweon thow,
| much less to neknowledge the independence
tof ghing State,  This would be to invest o
mere Exooutive officer with the power of
teeognising the dissolution of the Confed.
jeraey mmong our thirty-three sovercign
[States, It bears mo resmublanee to the
rocognition of a forcign de fuclo govern-
ment, involving mo sueh responsibility.
[ Ay attempt o do this would, on Lis part,
bu a nuked net of usurpation, It in,tllmro-
fore, my duty to submit to Congress the
whole question inal its bearings.
The course of evonts is so rapidly has.
tening forward, that tho emergency may
| #oon arise, whon you mny be enlled upon
1o decide the mowentous question whether
you posseds the power, by foree of arms,
to gompel o State to remain in the Union,
1 should fuel myself reorvant to my duty
| were 1 not to express an opinion on this
important subjoet,
l The question fairly stated is: Has the
Condtitution delegated to Cougress the
1pnm--r to cosrce a4 State into submission
which is attempting to withdraw or has
uotually withdrawn from the Confedern-
cy? I answered Qo the affirmative it must
be on the principle that the power los
buen conferred upon Congress to deelare
aud to make wor against o Sgate.  After
| much sorions refloetion T have arrived at
the conclusion that no such power las
been delegated to Congress or to any other
department of the Federal Government,
It is wanifest, upon an inspection of the

| foroe,

But may I be permittod solemnly to in-
voke my countryiucn to pause and deliber-
ate, before they duterming to destroy this,
tho grandest temple which has ever beéen
dediented to human fresdom sinoe the
world bugan? It Lias been conseernted by
the blood of our fathers, by the glories of
the past, and by the hopes of the future.
Thy Union has already made us the most
prosperous and ere long, willy if preserved,
rondes us the most powerful nation on the
faco of the earth.

In every foreign region of the Elolm the
titlo of Amerioan citizen ia held in the
highoat respect, and when pronounced in a
forcign Innd it couses tho hesrts of our
countrymon to swell with honest pride,
Surcly when wo reach the brink of the
yawning ahyss, we shall recoil with horror
from the last fatal plungo. By such s
drond catustrophie the hopes of the friends
of freadom throughout the world would be
dostroyed, and u long night of leaden
despotism would onsliroud the nations,
Our example for more than cighty years
would not only be lost; but it would be
quoted as n conclusive proof that man is
unfit for self‘government.

Ivis not every wrong—nay, it is not
every gricyous wrong=—which cau justify a
resort to such o fonrful alternative. This
ought to be the last desperate remedy of a
ll..-.-p-.ut'ing I"'”I'i"'l aftor every other con-
stitutional weans of concilintion hud been
exlonsted,  We shoald refloot that under
this froe government there is au incossant
¢bb and tlow in publie opinion, The sla-
very question, like everything human, will
huve iis duy. I firmly bolieve that it has
already renched and passed the culwioa.
ting point.  But if, in the midst of the ex-
isting excitement, the Uuion shall perish,
the evil may then beeome irreparablo.
Congress can contribute much to avort it,
by proposing and recommending to the
legislutures of the several States the reme-
dy for oxisting cvils, which the Constitu-
tion has jtail provided for its own preser-
vation, This I!uu been tried at different
critieal periods of our history, and always
with eminent sucoess.

1tis to o found in the fifth article pro.
viding for its own amendment. Under
this arricle amendmwents have been pro-
posed Ly two-thirds of both houses of
Congress, and have been “ratified by the
legislatures of three=fourths of the several
States,"" nnd have consequently  becomo
parts of the Constitution,  I'o this prooess
tho country is indebted for the elause
prolibiting Congress from passing auy law
respeeting an cstablishment of religion,
or abridging the freolom of speech or of

Constitution, that this is not among the
speoifie and enumerated powers granted
{to Congriss; and it is equally apparcut
| that its exereise is not nocessary sod prop-
er for ourrying into exeoution any one of
these powers, 8o far from this power
having been deleguted to Congress, it was
[expressly  reforred by the Convention
’ which framed tho Constitution,
!

1t appenrs from the proceedings of chat
body, that on the Slst D

ay, 1757, the

clause “authorizing an exevton of the force
of the whole against a delinguent Stte]
cumo up for cousidorntion.  Mr. Madizon
poppased it in a brief but powerful specel,
’I'rum which [ shall extract but o silxgl.-|
|

sentence.  Ho observed @ “The use of |

tho pross, or of the right of petition, To
this we ure, also, indebted for the Bill of
Rights, which sceures the people aguinst
any abuse of power by the Federul Govern-
munt.  Such were the approhiensions just-
ly entertnined by the fricnds of State
Rights at that period a8 10 huve rendered
it extromely doabtful whether the Consti-
tntion eould bave long survived withous
these amendments,

Agaiv, the Constitution wns nmendod
by theame process after the clection of
Prosident Jeffiurson by the House of Rep-
resontatives, in Fubruary, 1503, This
mnendwent wis rendered necessiry to pre-
vent a recarrengu of the dungers which
lind soriously threntoned the cxistencs of

obligation he cunuot b absolved by any |foree against a Sints would look more (the Government during the pendeney of
g B, 4 &

hawan power.  But what if the perform-
nute ol this duty, iu whole or in part,his
Leen rendered  Dwpractivable by events
over which lLe could lave excrcised no
contral 7 Such, ot the present moment,
is the ease throughout the Staie of South
Caroling, o far s the laws of the United
States to sveure the admivistration of jus-
tiee by meanz of the Feleral Judiviary
nre colici r:ml. .\“ tlu: .l'n.'llcr;ll officers
within its liwits, through whose sgency
nlong those laws ean be earried into [ <15

| eution, have alecady resigned,

Wo uo louger Lave a district judge, a
district attoruey, or a waishal, in South
Carobina,  Iu faet, the whole muchinery
of the Federul Goverument; necessury for
the distribution of romedial justiov among
the people, hos been douolished § und
it would be difficult, if wot fwpossible, to
l';'ll'lll!:t‘ it

The ouly aets of Congress on the statute
bowk, lr'.‘lll'“l,." upun this :ul-_i. ok, Are those
of the 28th Felrusry, 17056, and #d
Marol, 1807,  Theso suthorize the Pres-
itl--lll, after hie shall have asocrtuived that
the marshul with  Lis posst Gotiitatus i
unabile to execun oivil or erimingd procoss
in any particular euase, o call forth the
wilitin and cmploy the srmy and navy 1o
wid bim in pertormiog this serviod, having
ficst by Proolamation commuuded the

Linsurgonts “to disperse and retire poace.

|IIJI_\" to their rospRekive Il'l!uhl\"i, within a
limitod timo,”  This duty cannot by pos-
sibility be performed iu o Stute where no

tives of the Uuited Statés, as membors U]I'jIlli-ll‘illl Ill.l.ﬂwl'il_\' oxists to issu provess,

and where there is o marshal (o exeoute
ity and where, oven if there wore such an

Hilke n decluration of war than an inflistion |
{of punishmont ; and would probably bLe
considered by the party attacked s o
i ligsolution of all previous cowpacts by
Cwhieh it might be bound,”

Upon this motion the elanse was woaunis |
monsly postponed, and was never, | b |
lieye, sgain presented,  Soon afterwnrds, |
on the =th -]lullu-_ 1787, when invidentally
adverting to the subject, he said ;. Any |
[Grovernwent for the United States, formed |
on the supposed practicability of usiug
force azuiust the unconstitutional pro=
ceodings of the Stutes, would prove as
[ visionary and fallaviows as the government
of Uatigress,™ ovidently meaning the then
existing Congress of the old Confedorn-
| tiom,
| Without deseonding to partoulars, it
|may be sufily nsserted, that the power to
| make war sgainst & State @5 al varianee
vwith the whele spirit and intont of the
:l_‘-m-ti[uli'-n, Suppose such & war should

rasult in the conguest of a Swate, how are
|wo to govern it afterwards? Shall we
{hold it as & province, and govern it by
| despotic powor ! iy the nature of things
wu conld not, by physioal farce ¢ control
the will of the people, sud compel them to
vloot seriators sl |‘|-£~|'(--|-l‘1|.lli\'1‘:\ to Cons
".!l‘t 55, and to P wrforim all the -\H_l-:l' fittivs
depending ypon  their own valition, and
| rgquired from tho free citisens of o fréo
Stute us o constituent member of the Cons
fudernoy.

Hut, il wo possoasad this power, wonld

it bo wise to exeredse b upder existing
L eironmstanees ! '“u- --l-_h-n:l would doubt-
[less bo to presseve the Usion,  War

officer, the ontire populntion would con- | would not ouly presont the wost effectunl

stityte one solid
(NS

In order to carry into effeet those pow-

combination to rosist [ mosns of destroying ity but would bauish

all hope of i's poaceabls resonstrietion.

that clection. Tho article for its own
swendment was iownded to sooure the
amicable adjustent of confiioting constitus
tionnl questions like the present, which
might arise between the govermwents of
the Btates aud that of the Umted States.
This appears from contemporanvous  his-
tory.

In this eonncetion, T shall morely eall
atteution to o few sentenees in Mr, Madi—
son's justly cclebrated reportin 1700, to
the legislature of Virginia, Io this he
ably and conelusively dofunded the resoly-
tions of the preceding logislatare against
the strictures of severn! other Binte logise
Intures,  These were mainly founded upon
the profest of the Virginia  legislature
againgt tho “ Alien and Sedifion Aets," as
Spalpable and alurming infracrions of the
Consrify 1on.

In pointing out the peaceful and eonsti-
tutionn] romedies, and he reforred to none
other, to which the States wore authorized
to resort, on sueh oconsious, lle econcludos
by saying, “that the legislatures of the
Stat s wmight have made a direct represen-
thtion to Congress with a view o obthin &
rescinding of the two offensive acts,or they
might hnve represeunted to their respective
Senntors in Congross their wish thut two-
thirds thercof would propose an expluna~
tory mwcwdment to the Constitution, or
two=thirds of themselves, if sach hnd beon
theie pption, might, by an applieation to
Conzrass, have obtuined & convention for
tho shme objoer”

This i« the very eourse which I car-
uestly roconimend i order to obkain an
“Sosplavatory amendment” of the Consti=
tation on the subject of slavery. Thia
wight originate in Uongress or the Stato
Lagislatures, a3 may be deomed most ad-

The bare coumeration of these provi- | Busides, lu the fraternal conflics a vast visable to stwaio the object,

L.
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